
Cr Steven

Councillor for The Gap Ward

The Gap Ward encompasses Kedron Brook creek catchment in 
the north and Enoggera Creek in the south and bridges are vital 
infrastructures in connecting our communities. This year the Lord 
Mayor Adrian Schrinner has provided $13 million to design, build 
and maintain ten bridges across the ward.

This financial year funding has been provided to replace Gresham 
Bridge in Ashgrove. For 75 years this timber and concrete structure 
connected the residents of St Johns Wood and work on this 
upgrade will continue over two budgets. Ithaca Creek Bridge and 
Walton Bridge both built in 1900 and their modern duplicates 
will benefit from maintenance and Ashgrove Avenue Bridge circa 
1925,  the recipient of major works last year to extend its life, will 
be resurfaced this year. A new pedestrian bridge at Beech Street 
Ferny Grove will provide residents with an active travel option 
linking Upper Kedron and improving access to schools, shops and 
local parks.  Designs for a new bridge in Keperra will begin this year 
and I look forward to working with council and the community in 
delivering all these projects.

Building bridges and 
connecting communities
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A message from Steven
It was an honour to be 

returned as Councillor for 
The Gap Ward in March, 

under some very difficult 
circumstances for many in our 

community, I thank you all.  
COVID-19 stalled our lifestyle, 

tested our sporting clubs, 
community groups and local 
businesses, our response to 
this crisis has been second 

to none and I thank our 
community for their resilience, 
understanding and support of 
others during a very difficult 

time.

This budget will deliver for 
the ward over $30 million of 
infrastructure and services 

focusing on re-connecting our 
community and providing the 

economic stimulus the city 
needs.

Facebook.com/TheGapWardwww.StevenToomey.com.au @TheGapWard

Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner

Budget Newsletter



Resident 
Fast Facts

Business
Fast Facts

We have backed up a 16-year track record of Budget surpluses, 
with another surplus this year through responsible financial 
management. This means we have more resources available to 
help families, businesses and community groups to get back on 
their feet.

This includes initiatives such as a six-month Rates Freeze, and an 
extra $250 support for those most in need.

We will continue to fix congestion and improve traffic flow with 
$344.8 million allocated over four years, in partnership with the 
Federal Government, through the Better Roads for Brisbane 
program.

This Budget, $360 million is invested over four years for our 
Smoother Suburban Streets program to ensure Brisbane residents 
get home quicker and safer. 

Safety of school students is a priority. We will invest $2.9 million 
in Speed Awareness Monitors as part of our SAMs for Schools 
project to make sure children feel safe walking or riding to school, 
in addition to $6.4 million already allocated to creating Safer 
Paths to School.

Delivering a responsible budget 
to help rebuild our economy

Investing in critical infrastructure 
to keep Brisbane moving

Creating a safer environment for 
school children

A six-month Rates Freeze 
for all households

Free large item collection 
service for residents who 

are over 60, infirm or have 
a disability

$9.2 million to revitalise 
suburban precincts and 

a $7 million fund to 
bring forward park and 

footpath projects

Freezing of parking meter 
rates until 2021

Free tip vouchers for 
renters and homeowners, 
free recycling bin upgrade 

and a free green bin

A six-month Rates Freeze 
for all businesses

80% Local Buy policy for 
Council

7 day payments for small 
business suppliers to 

Council

A wide range of charges, 
rents and permit fees for 
businesses waived until 

January 2021
Read more via: www.brisbane.qld.gov.au



Budget 2020-2021

Delivering on our key projects

Extending First Home Buyers help to new home purchases
In this budget we have retained and extended our popular 50% first homeowners rates reduction to 100% for 
those buying off-the-plan or a newly constructed home to live in for the first year after purchase. 

Immediate support to Community and Sports Clubs
So many community groups have lost revenue due to coronavirus restrictions. We took early action to waive 
lease fees and charges to help these organisations and provided a one-off $5,000 rebate to sporting clubs so 
they could water their fields ahead of reopening. 

We have announced $3 million more in direct assistance for community groups on Council land to help them 
rebuild after this pandemic.

Investing in our Parks and Sport Facilities
Health and lifestyle are priorities for Council and we have committed $271.4 million over four years to deliver 
new sports parks, suburban parks and upgrades to neighbourhood parks. This investment also includes $130 
million for delivering Iconic Parks for Brisbane.

Revitalising our neighbourhoods and suburban shopping 
precincts
We are revitalising suburbs through the successful Village Precinct Projects and creating a city of quaint but 
vibrant neighbourhoods. Council will design and deliver improvements, breathing new life into local shopping 
precincts to stimulate the local economy.

Over four years we are investing $8.8 million to support our Greener Suburbs program which provides major 
landscaping and tree planting across the city. 

Victoria Park Vision
Work on our biggest park in 50 years is 
gaining pace. We will invest $3.3 million 
to finalise the design and construction 
of Victoria Park and $83 million over the 
next four years to bring the park to life. 
Construction will start in 2021/22.

Brisbane Metro 
The turn-up-and-go Brisbane Metro is 
going to create 2600 jobs and hundreds 
of supplier opportunities and just like 
Brisbane, Metro keeps getting better.

 When the first Metro services start in 
2023/24, Brisbane residents will get home 
quicker and safer on world-class electric 
vehicles. 

Fast-tracking green 
bridges 
To get jobs and supplier opportunities 
rolling faster we announced $23.2 million 
in the next year to get started on two of 
those green bridges at Kangaroo Point 
and Breakfast Creek, with more than $300 
million over four years to finish these 
signature projects.



Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner has 
continued funding the Smoother 
Suburban Streets program and 
this year a further 20 roads will be 
resurfaced as well as some minor 
improvements to road safety 
around the ward.

Streets to be resurfaced include:

• Arkana Street, The Gap

• Ashgrove Avenue, Ashgrove

• Coot-Tha Close, The Gap

• Easton Close, The Gap

• Geddes Close, Keperra

• Golspie Street, Ferny Grove

• Hawick Street, Ashgrove

• Harry Street, Ashgrove

• Hilder Road, The Gap

• Marble Street, Keperra

• Milperra Street, Ashgrove

• Mooney Street, Keperra

• Nicholson Lane, Ashgrove

• Reigate Place, The Gap

• Romea Street, The Gap

• Settlement Road, The Gap

• Somme Street, Ashgrove

• Teale Street, Ashgrove

• Waterworks Road, The Gap

• Welland Street, The Gap

Local Road
Improvements

Local Budget Highlights

Read More: www.brisbane.qld.gov.au

Contact Cr Steven Toomey

TheGap.Ward@bcc.qld.gov.au

3407 1900 www.StevenToomey.com.au @TheGapWard

477 Waterworks Road, Ashgrove, QLD, 4060Facebook.com/TheGapWard

Last financial year consultation was 
completed for the design for the Ashgrove 
West Village precinct project.  This year 
work will continue in implementing this 
community led design that aims to revitalise 
the Ashgrove West shopping district by 
improving pedestrian movement with 
new footpaths, greening the kerbside with 
footpath trees and garden beds as well 
as installing bespoke street furniture and 
public artwork. 

Ashgrove West Village Precinct Project

Keperra Bushland

Pathways to School

Conservation and preservation of urban 
bushland is important not only to 
maintain Brisbane’s biodiversity but also 
for the health of the city’s lungs. Over 
the past two years Brisbane City Council 
has purchased over 64ha of bushland in 
Keperra and The Gap.  The task to restore 
and improve access to one of the best 
local natural assets begins this financial 
year with a $300k investment.

Formal footpaths are one type of 
public asset that make it a little easier 
to connect our community, especially 
around schools.  This year’s budget will 
include funding to investigate pathways 
around Ferny Grove State School 
through Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner’s 
safe paths to school program.  This 
program aims to close missing footpath 
connections around schools and 
provide a safer active travel option for 
students, parents and carers.


